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If you’ve a photography enthusiast on your list of people to buy for this holiday season, you may find
yourself dreading the prospect. After all, gear specs are often daunting to the uninitiated, there are
hundreds of options surely designed to keep your head spinning, and worst of all, everything costs an
arm and a leg!
In this instalment, we hope to sidestep all those concerns with some solid recommendations designed

to keep your shopping experience simple, and your bank account under control. 

Inexpensive Options
Photography is often described as painting with light. Most photographers can never get enough and are
generally looking for ways to increase its availability. There are two exceptions to this however: looking
through the viewfinder or examining the LCD display in bright sunlight. 
Peripheral light spill while composing an image through the viewfinder is not only distracting, but can

often obscure detail and render on-camera features like depth of field preview useless. All that is to say
that any light hitting your eye which is not coming through the lens is undesirable when taking a shot.
At $29.99, the HoodEYE by Hoodman ably solves this problem. This replacement rubber eyepiece,

available for most DSLR camera models, is moulded to comfortably cover your entire eye area, giving
you a pristine perspective through the viewfinder. I have one on every single one of my cameras and
highly recommend it.

While a little more pricey than the
average stocking stuffer, at $79.99
Hoodman also manufactures the
HoodLoupe 3.0, which facilitates viewing
the LCD screen under bright sunlight
conditions — always a challenge without
it. It comes with a neck strap, belt case
and a wide latitude dioptre for adjusting
the focus exactly to the photographer’s
requirements. 
Speaking of the LCD display, my camera

manufacturer insists that mine is
scratchproof. Do I want to test this
assertion on a $6000 body? Absolutely
not! Thankfully Hoodman additionally sells
LCD skins and hard plastic covers ranging
in price from $10.99 through $24.99. Why
take a chance? 

Under the Tree
Many people plan trips around the
holidays, and what vacation would be
complete without plenty of pictures to
capture the essence of the experience for
recollection years hence. The problem is,
memory being what it is, we often find
ourselves wondering “where was this
photo taken anyway?” 

A Shutter bugÕs Gift Guide
Here are a few extra items that will make any photographer jump for joy

Clickfree’s C2
Backup Unit
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Now Nikon’s new GP-1 allows you to automatically record GPS
supplied coordinates within each photograph’s metadata as it is
being shot. This tiny accessory fits in the hotshoe or can be clipped
to the strap and is powered directly by the camera. The unit Nikon
Canada sent me for evaluation performed flawlessly — enabling me
to see the exact location of each shot on Google maps with a click
of a button in my cataloguing software... even zooming right down
to street view to get a real feel for the location beyond that depicted
in my photograph. Very cool indeed!

It is a little power hungry; however there are on-camera options
available to help trim its appetite a little. You may just want to pack
an extra battery — the enhanced functionality is worth it. One
further caveat: it can take about 45 seconds to acquire the satellites
from a cold start, so you have to either leave your camera on during
a shoot or take this into account when preparing a shot.
For vacationing, geocaching, business applications, law

enforcement, or just everyday use, the GP-1 retails at $279.99 and
makes a great addition to any Nikon owner’s camera bag.

Yeah Baby!
Good lenses generally run
anywhere from $1000 and up,
but great fun and infinite
possibilities are opened up for
substantially less with the
Composer by Lensbaby. A
selective focus special effects
lens with interchangeable
optics, the Composer allows you
to get creative in a hurry. Simply
attach this unit to any
compatible camera, focus on

*Free items only with Toshiba Laptop Purchase. Conditions Apply. Qty is Limited. Product May no be as 
shown in images. Products are 3% interac and cash discounted.

PlugPlay Yesplay.comOver 100,000 items online
16 Regan Rd., Unit # 37, Brampton, ON 905-790-0977

MANY MORE
ITEMS ONLINE

Tom Tom 
130 3.5” GPS, $99.99

120w Universal Laptop 
Power Adapter $29.99

Intel Pentium 4 2.8GHz 
Desktop Computer, $69.99

HP 4480
All in One Printer, $49.99

Seagate 1TB SATA
Hard Drive $84.99

Laptop 80GB SATA
Hard Drive $29.99

16” Toshiba Satelitte Turion X2 RM74 
2.2GHz, 3GB Ram, 32GB Hard Drive, 

DVD+RW, Wireless b/g/n, Vista Home 
Premium 64 bit, Free Upgrade to 

Windows 7, Camera, more* *

FREE SETUP* 
Final Clearance $599.99

14.1” Toshiba Satelitte Pro S300M-00W, 
Core 2 Duo T6670/2.2 GHz, 3GB Ram, 
250GB Hard Drive, DVD+RW, Gigabit 

Ethernet, Wireless a/b/g/n, Fingerprint 
reader, Windows 7 64Bit, More*, 

$899.00 FREE *SETUP*

5 port 10/100M mini RJ45 Switch 
Increase your network capacity 
TL-SF1005D FREE*

Laptops 
Starting from 
$124.99 

Laptop Carrying Bags 

Logitech Optical Mouse

The Composer by Lensbaby, with
interchangeable optics
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your desired sweet spot and tilt the lens independently of the
body to create effects ranging from dreamy soft focus to fish-eye,
depending on which optics you have installed at the time. 
Seemingly built with the tinkerer in mind, Lensbaby’s aperture

settings are regulated by manually replacing magnetic discs with
varying sized holes in them... which turned out to be quite easy,
even for someone as mechanically challenged as I. After a day
with it in the field, acquainting myself with its quirks and
eventually succumbing to its charms, I’ll have to say I’m hooked.
The Composer is aptly named — a lens that photographers will

spend time setting up shots with, but the results are worth the
effort and not to be achieved with anything else on the market.
This is definitely a specialized lens, and it won’t live as a
permanent fixture on your camera body, yet there are few others
you could have more fun with or get more flexibility from. At
$349 it would be a bargain at twice the price. 

Blissful Backup
Now I’m aware that I harp on about backing up your files;
however, after having personally recovered from more than one
digital disaster, I know of what I speak. The problem with backup
for most folks is setting everything up, dealing with complicated
software, figuring out what exactly they need to include, and
determining where all those files actually live. This can be a time
consuming and error-prone process resulting in many simply
choosing to forego it. I understand this; however, hope is not 
a strategy. 
Fortunately the people at Clickfree.ca understand this too and

offer a solution which couldn’t be simpler: the C2. This portable
backup unit comes in 250 and 500GB flavours (higher capacities
are available in non-compact form factors) and features basically
“user-free” functionality. All you do is plug it in. There’s no
software to install, no configuration to perform, no direction to
provide... nothing. Just insert the built-in USB cable (that’s right,
it’s part of the unit so you can’t lose it) to your USB port and the
C2 will automatically discover all your photos, video, music,
email, attachments, documents, accounting files — everything
important — and back it up to the encrypted drive. When it’s
done, you’ll be notified and told to simply remove the cable. You
can now see all your files in the viewer, categorized by type and
rest assured that everything is safe and secure. Small enough to
carry in your shirt pocket, the C2 retails from $159.99.

Finally 
I hope the above provided you with a few helpful gift ideas for
that special someone – even if it’s yourself! Here’s hoping your
holidays are happy and the new year finds you healthy and well
contented. 

By Ray Richards

Nikon’s GP-1, off mount (below) 
and mounted to a camera (above)




